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1. hierarchical lexicon
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Department of Iranian Studies of Yerevan State University of Armenia in
the field of Talish researches has a major international role.

The multi-ethnicity of the South Caucasus and the policy of assimilation
of the languages in the Republic of Azerbaijan, the fate of Talish as the
ethnic group in the southeastern Caucasus, the connection of Armenians
with the language of the indigenous people of the Republic of Azerbaijan (in
the case of Tat and Talish) were among the topics which were discussed by
Russian and Armenian scholars. Papers presented within the conference by
the lectures on Talish language and literature, the evolution of the Talish
language, the etymology of this language and the study of its literature.

Issues related to Nagorno-Karabakh, as well as the history and geography
of Mogan in the history of Iran were among the topics discussed at the
conference. Prof. Moharram Rezayati Kishekheleh, Prof. Mahmoud Jafari
Dehaghi and Nima Asefi PhD student in Ancient Iranian Culture and
Languages were among the Iranian speakers who were awarded the Jalal-al-
Din Mohammad Balki (Rumi) Medal. In the last panel, the participants
discussed and exchanged their views on the topics related to the conference.
Finally, the conference ended by summarizing of the results of the lectures.
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The International Conference ""The autochthonous peoples of the
Caucasus-Caspian region in the light of the scientific realities and
falsifications™
(Yerevan, 6-7 December, 2019)

Yaser Karam-Zadeh Haftkhani'

This conference was held in cooperation with the Department of Iranian
Studies of Yerevan State University of Armenia and the Institute of Oriental
Studies of the Academy of Sciences of Armenia on Friday and Saturday,
December 6 and 7, 2019 with the presence of guests from Iran, Russia,
Armenia and the Netherlands.

Dr. Vardan Voskanian, Head of the Department of Iranian Studies at
Yerevan State University and Scientific Secretary of the Conference, stated
that the purpose of the conference was to continue scientific researches and
academic cooperation between scientific institutions of different countries,
especially on the Caucasus and the Caspian Sea studies areas. He added that
the presentation of the latest research related to the tribes of Talish, Lezgi,
Avar, Tat (Caucasian Persian speakers), Mazandarani, Gilani and Deylami,
as well as Udi, Zakhuri and Georgians are the other important objectives of
the conference.

The main topics of the conference were the study of linguistics, literature,
culture, history and geopolitics of the Caucasus region and the Caspian Sea.
The official languages of the conference were English, Russian, Persian and
Armenian. The most important aspects of the conference were the
significant number of papers presented from different countries on the
subject of Talish ethnic studies.

Dr. Besulov from the University of North Ossetia in the Russian
Federation was one of the speakers at the conference. He said that the

1. PhD student in Iranology, Yerevan State University, Armenia.
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The last work of Molla Mirqari, the description of Nasab, has been written
in 1016 AH. From then on, there’s no other sign of him. Probably he has
passed away at this time.

Reference (in Persian and Arabik)
Abdolfattah Fumani. 1972. The History of Gilan. Tehran: Forugi.
Agabozorg Altehrani. 1983. Alzaria ela tasanif alshia. Beyrut: Daralazva.
. 2009. Tabagat alam shia. Beyrut: Daralehya altras alarbi.
[In Arabic].
Agayi khandangoli, F. 2009. Anisalagelin Correcting of manuscript by
Molla mirgari Gilani. MA Thesis (Unpublished). Tehran University.
Azariniya, T. 2009. Anisalagelin Correcting of manuscript by Molla
mirgari Gilani. MA Thesis (Unpublished). Payamenur University.
Baliyani esfahani, T. 2008. Arafatolasheqin & Arasatolarefin. Corrected
by Sahebkari & etal. Tehran: Mirase Maktub.
Ehsanbakhsh, S. 2001. Gilan’ scientists & politicians. Rasht: Sadeqin.
Fakhrayi, E. 2015. Selebaities of Gilan. Rasht: Iliya. [In Persian].
Golchin Maani, a. (1988). India caravan. Mashhad: astane quds.
Jafariyan, R. 2010. Manshate Soleymani. Tehran: Library, Museum and
Document Center of Iran Parliament.
Mayele heravi, N. 1988. Critic & Correcting of manuscript. Mashhad:
astane quds.
Mirza mohammad shafi. (?). Letter [manuscript]. Malik National Library
& Museum. 3846/95.
Monzavi, A. 2003. Index of Persian books. Tehran: Center for the Great
Islamic Encyclopedia.
Nozad, F. 1994. Khan ahamad khan’ Letters. Tehran: Dr. Mahmoud Afshar
Foundation.
Qari Gilani, Mollamir. (?). Letter [manuscript]. Malik National Library &
Museum. 4171/17.
. (?). Letter [manuscript]. Malik National Library & Museum.
6323/1009.
. 1568. Asrarolquran [manuscript]. Central Library of University
of Tehran.
. 1569. Sahayefolahbab [manuscript]. Malik National Library
& Museum.
. 1594, Mataleboloshaq [manuscript]. Central Library of
Astan Quds Razavi.



Fevsiarn Le ge and Trarnian Dialects /40

aspect remains more vigorously, until his last work, description of Nasab.
The sorrow of his beloved death made him a dissociable and isolated one.
This isolation that, was associated with poverty, disturbed his soul more
than ever. In addition, unorganized situation of Guilan, the slaughter that
the princes who have ruled at the two sides of Sepidrood, have caused, the
oppression of the rulers who ruled Guilan on the Safavid kings’ behalf
who treated unjust to the people of Guilan; all these matters made him
more despondent and annoyed. Due to this matter, he wrote letters of
protest for the king and noblemen to complain of the situation.

On the other hand, the self-imposed isolation gave him enough time for
research and authorship. Between 975 AH and 982 AH, his works reached
32 works. But because of his poor financial condition, he wasn’t able to
give his works to the scribes to be at the disposal of the scholars. From
982 AH to 1016 AH, he added ten other works to his works. From 982 AH
to 1000 AH, there’s no sign of him in our studied works. Some others have
written for Molla Mirgari too. One of these letters is the letter of Mirza
Mohammad Shafi the secretary of Guilan. Although he was one the
influential men in the Shah Abbas court, he responded to Molla Mirgari
respectfully.

The works of Molla Mirgari can be divided into two groups: the works
that exist and those that don’t exist, and we just know about their titles.

The works of the first group are:
1) Asrar-al-Qoran, 2) Sahayef-al-ahbab 975 AH, 3) Mataleb-al-oshaq
1002 AH, 4) Lavazem-al-ensha 1003 AH, 5) Anis-al-agelin 1005 AH,
6) The principal of letter writing 1005 AH, 7) Asrar-al-hekam 1009
AH, 8) The description of Nasab 1016 AH, 9) The treatise of
astronomy, before 1016 AH, 10) A brief treatise in syntax, before 1000
AH, 11) Zobhda-al-hagayeq 1000 AH, 12) The treatise of Kimia, before
1016 AH, 13) The translation of Lom a ez-al-din ebn jafar ebn shams-
al-din Amoli into Arabic. Molla Mirgari has inserted this work into
Zobda-al-hagayeq.

The works of the second group are:
1) Bahr-al-oloum, 2) Hagayeg-al-asrar, 3) The description of Isaqouji,
4) Halal-al-ma ani, 5) Romouz-al-Qoran, 6) the minor description of
Nasab into Arabic, 7) Dagayeg-al-hagayeq, 8) Rosoum-al-alaj, 9)
Rosoum-al-falah

Among 42 works that Molla Mirgari has mentioned them, only 22 works

are recognized by now. By searching more, we hope to find more works

attributed to him.
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4. Results and Discussion

Considering the works of researchers about Molla Mirgari and studying his
own works, we doubted some researchers to have supposed two different
characters with the same name as one single character and gave one
biography to the other. The summary of what they have said about him is
as follows: Molla Mirgari was born in the second half of the tenth century.
He had a relation with Balyani family. Tagi-al-din Mohammad Ovahedi
Balyani was his pupil for four years. Molla Mirgari was his father’s cousin
and his uncle. Molla Mirgari had a daughter, to a certain degree, since he
chose Tagi-al-din as his son-in-law. However, some believe that he had a
son named Abd-al-razaq Gilani. The books such as Zobdah-al-hagayeq,
Lavazem-al-ensha, Mataleb-al-oshag, Asra-al-Qoran, Anis-al-agelin, description
of Nasab, Asrar-al-hekam, treatise of astronomy, treatise of Kimia,
Dagayeg-al-hagayeq, rosoom-al-alaj and Sahayef-al-akhbar are known to
be of his works.

Studying the works of Molla Mirgari, we conclude that the available
information on his date of birth, his relation to Balyani family, his son-in-
law, his son and the writing date of some of his works are not correct. We
have discussed it in conclusion section.

5. Conclusions and Suggestions

Molla Mirgari Gilani was born in the first half of the tenth century in
‘Gouke’ village. He learned the introductory knowledge in Guilan. We
know little about his youth, except that he had no good memories of those
days.

We know little about his family. In one of his letters he has mentioned a
brother that lived in Gouke and in another letter he’s mentioned his sisters.
In the book Mataleb-al-oshag, he has talked about a well-spoken beloved,
who seemed to had lived with him for a while, but death had separated
them. From then on, until the date of writing Mataleb-al-oshaqg in 1005
AH; he was so sorrowful. After this event, he lived in isolation.

From 974 AH, his trace is observable in Guilan. In 975 AH, he was a
well-known personality. He wrote his first work by the request of his
friends and entitled Sayahef-al-ahbab. This work and the principle of
writing indicate that probably Molla Mirgari must have been working as a
scribe for noblemen in a while; being famous for his technique. But this
career didn’t last long because of an air of despondency which led him to
solitude. The despondence had begun a long time ago before 974 AH. In
his first work, he drew a sorrowful and dependence face of himself. This
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books of memoirs, the history of literature, the list of manuscripts, the
biography of the celebrated and the collection of letters.

The second section is on the opinion of Anis-al-agelin as a proofreader
about Molla Mirgari Gilani. His book had the chance to be corrected three
times, first time was corrected by Nazila Abou’ee Mehrizi in 2008, second
time by Tayabeh Azari-Nia in 2009, and the third time by Fatemeh Agaee
Kandangoli in 2009. This article will focus on the correction of Nazila
Abou’ee Mehrizi.

In the third section we have referred to the works of Molla Mirgari
Gilani. There were some hints of his life in his works, that may illuminate
the corners of his life. These hintswere derived and recorded,
consequently, and according to data collected, the studies of other
researchers were criticized and examined.

In the fourth section, the result of search in manuscripts is presented
briefly.

2. Theoretical framework

Our theoretical approach in this article is a critical and analytical approach.
Studying the sources that exist about Molla Mirgari and according to his
works, we have concluded that venerable researches may have been
mistaken so that they have supposed two different individuals with the
same name and contemporary characters as one single individual. The aim
of this article is to criticize the opinions of earlier researchers and to
present another biography based on his works.

3. Metodology

This article employs an inductive and library research method. First of all,
we read the book of Anis-al-agelin, and noted it down. Afterwards, we
collected, studied and took notes of the works referred to Molla Mirgari.
Besides, according to his works such as Sayahef-al-ahbab, Mataleb-al-
oshag, Lavazem-al-ensha and the principle of letter writing, all in the form
of manuscripts; we rewrote and derived certain points through them.
Moreover, by referring to some collections of letters, we found some
letters connected to Molla Mirqari and derived particular information from
them. In the next step, and using the information obtained from his works
and the collection of letters, we examined and criticized the studies of
other researchers.
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Abstract

Recognizing influential faces in literature and culture while having them
immensely praised seems identical to eulogize the culture and knowledge.
One of the not well-known Iranian scholars is Mullah Mir Ghari Guilani.
Living in Safavid era, he has not been paid deserved attention. However,
reviewing predecessors’ works, we confront with dual faces of Mullah Mir
Ghari. On the one hand, he has been known as a member of Bolyani family
and on the other hand as Taghio’ddin Mohammad Ohadi Bolyni’s father- in-
law (973-1043), the holder of Arefatol Asheghin. He has published about 42
works, including vocabulary, Qoran reading, correspondence, and astronomy.
Some of his works, in terms of manuscripts, are preserved in different
libraries available for all researchers. The present contribution bears an
attempt to correct the historical misunderstandings regarding Mir Ghari;s
dates of birth and death, his attributed dual faces, and the date of his
publications. Moreover, we will represent a new biography of his mysterious
life based on his manuscripts, except Anisolaghalin,

Keywords: Mullah Mir Ghari Guilani, manuscript, biography, dual faces.

1. Introduction

One of the duties of literature is to recognize the authors and introduce
their works. Molla Mirgari Gilani is one of those anonymous authors and
scientists of Iran that deserves to be recognized. In this article we try to
share our findings with other researchers.

This article has four sections. The first section contains those findings
that are collected from the works of the others. These works include

1. Ph.D Candidate of Persian language and literature, Imam Khomeini International University of
Qazvin, Iran. * E-mail: mghafelehbashi@yahoo.com

2,3. Assistant professor of Persian language and literature, Imam Khomeini International University
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The path prepositions beyn-e ‘between’, dowr-e ‘around’, gerd-e
‘around’ belong to both groups; they are in common with bounded and
unbounded.
In general, the boundness or unboundedness of Persian prepositions
depends on the use in the sentence ; it may differ in various contexts. For
example:
5. golhaye zibayl bald-ye kih  ruyide bud.

Flowers beautiful over mountain had grown

'‘Beautiful flowers had grown over the mountain'.
The preposition bala-ye is considered unbounded in (5) , because it is
used as a place preposition. However in the following example:
6. Ali bala-ye kih  raft.

Ali over mountain went

‘Ali climbed over the mountain’
it is used as a goal path preposition in (6). Therefore, it is a bounded
preposition.

5. Conclusions & Suggestions

It was made clear that Persian prepositions play an important role in the
event structure of a sentence. Semantically, prepositions turn out to be
quite similar to nouns and verbs in this respect. In addition, they show telic
and atelic aspects. A prepositional phrase may shift the aspect of a
sentence from atelic to telic.

While place prepositions are unbounded, path prepositions can be divided
into bounded, unbounded and a group being held in common between
bounded and unbounded. Some prepositions like ta ‘until’, be ‘to’, or az
from’ and its compounds such as az bala-ye ‘from the top of’, az birin-e
‘from the outside of’, az post-e ‘from the back of’, az pahlii-ye ‘from the
side of’, az pis-e ‘from near’ are bounded prepositions. Being used with
verbs like gozastan ‘pass’, obiir kardan ‘pass’, rad sodan ‘pass’, they are
unbounded prepositions. Moreover, the prepositions be bala ‘upward’, be
birin ‘outward’, be payin ‘downward’, be post ‘backward’, be pahlii
‘aside’, are directions and belong to unbounded group. The path
prepositions beyn-e ‘between’, dowr-e ‘around’, gerd-e ‘around’ are held
in common between bounded and unbounded groups. The Persian
prepositions cannot be classified into bounded and unbounded discounting
their context. In Persian, there is no definite borderline between
(un)boundedness of prepositions disregarding their use in sentence. We
suggest that the spatial and place prepositions in comparison with other
type of prepositions should be investigated for the future researches.
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The descriptive method of research uses qualitative data analysis method,
i.e. non- statistical analysis.

4. Results & Discussion
In bounded paths, the source or goal of the path is clear. So they are
classified as source-paths and goal-paths. In Persian, the preposition az
‘from’ is used in the source-paths (1) and be ‘to’ in goal-paths (2).
1. manaz xane piyade amadam.
I from home onfoot came.
'l came from home on foot'.

2. Maryam be xane raft.

Maryam to home went

‘Maryam went home".
The prepositions az ‘from’ and be ‘to’in Persian are sometimes used in
compound forms such as: az balaye ‘from the top of” az biriin-e ‘from
outside of”. Most of them are unbounded when they are accompanied by
one of the following verbs: gozastan ‘pass’, obur kardan ‘pass’The
compound prepositions like be sii-ye ‘toward’ be taraf-e ‘toward’ denote
to directions and are also unbounded which is explained in the following.
Unbounded paths consist of two groups; directions and routes. In
directions, the reference object or place does not fall on the path, but if
the path was extended over some unspecified distance, it would fall on
the path. In this group, the most common prepositions used in Persian
are: si-ye ‘toward’, be siu-ye ‘toward’, be taraf-e ‘toward’ and dir-az
‘away from.
3. Maryam be taraf-e xane raft.

Maryam toward home went

'‘Maryam went toward home".
In routes, the reference object or place is related to a certain point in the
interior of the path. In Persian, the preposition az ‘from’ and its
compound forms (i.e. az bala-ye ‘from the top of’, az birin-e ‘from the
outside of’, az beyn-e ‘from between’, az payin-e ‘from the down part
of’, az post-e ‘from the back of’, can be considered route prepositions
when they must be accompanied with one of the verbs like gozastan
‘pass’, obur kardan ‘pass’, and so on.
4. havapeyma  az bald-ye xane-ye ma gozast.

airplane  from over house our passed
‘The airplane passed over our house'.
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1. Introduction

Cognitive linguistics is based on studying the mind and cognition. The
interaction between linguistic modules and encyclopedic meaning is of
highly importance. The viewpoints in cognitive linguistics contrast with
Chomsky's idea, who believes in autonomous syntax. Jackendoff (1983)
studied English language regarding cognitive linguistics. Prepositions have
been investigated in several languages including Persian. One of the
subjects discussed was to study prepositions on the basis of time and place
properties. Another topic is the problem of (un)boundedness. Prepositions
are vital to understand the meaning of a sentence. In consequence of their
importance in cognitive linguistics, the authors intended to investigate
Persian prepositions based on "(un)boundedness”. This type of research
has not been observed in the previous studies. The main question is to
know whether it is possible to draw a vivid borderline between the
bounded and unbounded situations among Persian Prepositions.

2. Theoretical framework

The most important distinction within the class of spatial prepositional
phrases is the differentiation between [PLACE] and [PATH]
(Jackendoff,1983). Jackendoff (1983) believes that a place projects into a
point or region. Within the structure of an event or state, a place is
occupied by a thing. Paths have more varied structures than places and
play a wider variety of roles in events and states. Zwarts (2005) also
believes that spatial prepositions can be divided into locative (or static) and
directional (or dynamic) prepositions.

Locative (static) prepositions: above, at

Directional (dynamic) prepositions: across, along,

Zwarts (2005), like Jackendoff (1983) believed that prepositions are
semantically similar to nouns and verbs and can be divided into bounded
and unbounded. Analogous to telic and atelic verbs, they distinguish telic
or bounded prepositions from atelic or unbounded prepositions. Based on
the durative adverbial test (in, for) the following classifications are:
Bounded: to, into, onto, from,

Unbounded: towards, along,

(Un)bounded: across, around, down,

3. Methodology
In this paper, a descriptive—analytic method has been used. The examples
given here are mostly cited from books and native speakers’ intuition.
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Abstract

The present research deals with (un)boundedness of Persian prepositions
on the basis of cognitive approach in Jackendoff (1983) and Zwarts
(2005). Our objective in this paper is to determine the types of Persian
prepositions regarding (un)boundedness; in addition to show that whether
they can basically be classified on the basis of (un)boundedness or not.
The data analysis demonstrates that prepositions in Persian are divided into
three main classes: a) The bounded-path b) Directions and c)Routes. In the
first group, specific points are set as the source and the goal of the path,
known as "source-paths" e.g. az, az balaye, az birine; and "goal-paths” e.g
be or ta. The second group known as “directions,” e.g. be sirye or be
tarafe, show the general path along which someone or something moves.
The third group, namely ‘“routes”, e.g. az balaye is applied in the
expression “az balaye c¢izi gozastan”,or “az riiye Cizi rad Sodan”. Persian
data show that a similar preposition can function as a source-path or as a
route preposition depending on the context. Therefore, each type of
prepositions can represent different motion spaces. The study of
(un)boundedness in Persian data illustrates that prepositions can be
classified into bounded (telic), unbounded(atelic), and those found with
common characters between bounded and unbounded. However, it is
argued that they cannot be classified into bounded and unbounded
discounting their context (particularly, the verbs). It can be concluded that
in comparison with the prepositions of other languages such as English,
there is no definite border line between boundedness and unboundedness
in Persian prepositions disregarding their usage in the sentence.
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time), N-color (noun indicating color), N-sex (noun indicating sex), N-
loc (locative noun), Num (number), A (adjective) and Vpres (present
stem of verb).

5. Conclusions & Suggestions

The results reveal that if we conceive of word-formation patterns as
constructional schemas that express the common properties of sets of
complex words, we can successfully explain the phenomenon of
polysemy in morphological structures. In this respect, the idea of a
hierarchical lexicon lets us to see distinct meanings as different
subschemas that are at different levels of abstraction.
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(including more than 12000 Persian compound and affixed words) and
Farhang-e Zansoo (Reverse Dictionary, Keshani 1993).

4. Results & Discussion

The findings of the research show that both suffixes ‘-in’ and —ine’ have
a remarkable semantic diversity and this polysemy is not explainable at
the level of concrete words but at the level of abstract constructional
schemas, and therefore is called “constructional polysemy”. The suffix ‘-
in’ can appear in 7 constructional subschemas to form new adjectives,
while the suffix ‘-ine’ can appear in 9 constructional subschemas to make
new nouns or adjectives. The lowest-level subschemas for the suffix ‘-in’
are as follows:

1) [[a](N-thing)i —iN]aj <> [made from SEMi];

2) [[a](N-thing)i —in]aj <> [smeared with SEM;];

3) [[a]\-thing)i —in]aj <> [similar to SEMi];

4) [[a](N-abstractyi —iN]aj <> [accompanied by SEM;i];

5) [[a](\-loc)i —in]aj <> [located at SEM];

6) [[a]N-time)i —in]aj <> [relating to the time SEM;];

7) [[a](num)i —in]aj < [located at the position SEM;];

The lowest-level subschemas for the suffix ‘-ine’ are as follows:

1) [[a](N-thing)i -in€]amj <> [made from SEM];

2) [[a](N-thing)i -IN€](amj <= [similar to SEMi];

3) [[a]l(N-colon)i -ine]amj <> [of the color SEMi];

4) [[a](n-thing)i -in€]nj <> [something relating to SEM;];

5) [[a]n-time)i —ine]aj < [relating to the time SEM;];

6) [[a](N-abstractyi —IN€](an)j <> [OF the nature SEM;];

7) [[a](n-sex)i -Ine]aj <> [Of the sex SEM];

8) [[a]ai —ine]aj < [having SEMi-est extent/amount/rank];

9) [[a](vpres)i -ine]nj < [the instrument by which the action SEM; is done];

In the above representations, the lexical category or subcategory of the
variable ‘a’ (the base word) is indicated by such labels as N-thing
(concrete noun), N-abstract (abstract noun), N-time (noun indicating
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suffixes ‘-in’ and ‘-ine’ and to examine their various formal and semantic
aspects. The study adopts a construction-based approach and uses the
framework of Construction Morphology theory (Booij, 2010, 2018) which
tries to explain the word formation patterns using the notions of
“constructional schemas” and the hierarchical relations among them. The
main questions of the research are as follows: (1) How can the various
meanings of ‘-in’ and ‘-ine’ be analyzed in terms of constructional
schemas and subschemas? (2) How can the polysemy of morphological
patterns associated with these two suffixes be explained?

2. Theoretical framework

The theoretical framework of the research is Construction Morphology
(Booij, 2010, 2018), a word-based and sign-based theory which adopts a
cognitive and usage-based approach to word-formation. In Construction
Morphology, word-formation patterns are considered as abstract schemas
that generalize over sets of existing complex words with a systematic
correlation between form and meaning. These abstract schemas are
known as ‘constructional schemas’. For example, word formation pattern
associated with suffix ‘-in’ can be represented as follows:

[[a]xi—in]yj <> [Relating to SEMi];

In this representation, ‘a’ is a variable standing for the base word and its
lexical category is unspecified (X) and SEM; points to the meaning of the base
word. The representation of word formation patterns by means of schemas
makes it possible to express generalizations about subsets of the complex
words involved, by means of subschemas, in between the most general
schemas and the individual words. Therefore, the lexicon can be seen as a
hierarchy in which morphological schemas, subschemas and concrete
complex words are at different levels of schematicity (abstractness).

3. Methodology

This research uses a descriptive-analytical method. The data include 71
derivative words with the suffix ‘-in’ and 59 derivative words with the
suffix ‘-ine’ which are adapted from author’s own morphological corpus
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Abstract

The purpose of the present research is to analyze two Persian suffixes ‘-in’
and ‘-ine’ in regards to their various formal and semantic aspects. The study
adopts a construction-based approach and uses the framework of
Construction Morphology theory (Booij, 2010, 2018) which tries to explain
the word formation patterns using the notions of “constructional schemas”
and the hierarchical relations among them. Construction Morphology is a
word-based and sign-based theory which adopts a cognitive and usage-based
approach to word formation. The data include 71 derivative words with the
suffix “-in” and 59 derivative words with the suffix ‘-ine’ adapted from the
authors’ own morphological corpus (including more than 10000 Persian
compound and affixed words), in addition to Farhang-e Zansoo (Reverse
Dictionary, Keshani 1993). The findings show that both suffixes have a
remarkable semantic diversity and this polysemy is not explainable at the
level of concrete words but at the level of abstract constructional schemas,
therefore, is called “constructional polysemy”. The suffix ‘-in’ appears in 7
constructional subschemas to form new adjectives, while the suffix ‘-ine’
appears in 9 constructional subschemas to make new nouns or adjectives.

Keywords: Construction Morphology, Suffixation, Derivational suffix,
Word formation, Construction-based approach.

1. Introduction

Affixation is a major word-formation process in Persian so that this
language has many suffixes that can be added to existing words to produce
new words. The purpose of the present research is to analyze two Persian
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refer to the source of information not with the aid of bound morphemes
or words, but rather sentences.

Understanding the speaker's attitude on the part of the audience is
made on the syntagmatic axis and in the form of the whole sentence, and
not merely through a particular syntactic element. Examining this
concept with respect to cultural components shows that, basically,
evidentiality, in languages belonging to small societies with a less
advanced culture, is represented in a much more complex system
comparing other languages.
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or imperative sense of the verb. In today’s Persian, the verb has three moods
including indicative, subjunctive and imperative.

3. Research Method

In this study, the author attempts to examine, in an analytical-descriptive
manner, the phenomenon of evidentiality in a general sense and
specifically in Persian. The author tries to describe the attributes of
evidentiality and the conditions leading to its formation, while analyzing
the existence of this phenomenon in Persian, using examples based on
the linguistic intuition of the writer as a speaker of Persian.

4. Research Findings and Discussion

Syntactically, there is no element in Persian in the form of a grammatical
morpheme, as part of a closed group, which encodes the source of
information. Of the three categories "aspect, mood, and tense,” it is
"mood" that shows the speaker's attitude toward a certain action and
conveys this attitude to the listener or the audience. Therefore, if we are
to examine evidentiality, that is to determine the speaker's attitude toward
the type of information source that he or she describes and is in this
regard, we are inevitably dealing with mood.

In Persian, changing mood satisfies changing the tense of the event,
and consequently the meaning. One can confer a continuum of certainty
for sentences, with a full certainty point at one end of the spectrum and a
full uncertainty point at the other end. Other sentences fall between two
poles. Indeed, in sentence "I saw it was raining,” there is a certainty that
cannot be seen in "It is probably raining.” Similarly, the degree of
certainty of the sentence "It is probably raining"” is higher than "I dreamt
it was raining." Accordingly, when the speaker is fully confident about
the certainty of an event or news, he or she will generate the sentence in
an indicative mood. The lower the speaker's confidence regarding the
certainty of the event, the greater the probability of the statement being
expressed in the subjunctive mood.

5. Conclusion

The present study shows that if we exclude mood from the verbs in
Persian, evidentiality cannot be proposed through a semantic verifiable
viewpoint. In other words, mood is regarded as the main concept while
evidentiality as its subclass. Therefore, evidentiality cannot be considered
disregarding "mood". Moreover, it was concluded that Persian speakers
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ungrammaticality of the sentence. This grammatical concept encoding the
source of information is called "evidentiality”. In a simpler sense,
evidentiality demonstrates how the speaker has come to know about what he
says. Languages act in a variety of ways for representation of evidentiality;
some simply mark only the information the speaker has acquired from
someone else; while others differentiate between the firsthand and the non-
firsthand sources. Some languages also compare the speaker's visually
acquired information against information being heard, smelled or otherwise
obtained through some other means. However, it should be noted that
evidentiality is not related to the degree of the speaker’s assurance regarding
the certainty of the sentence or truth and falsehood of the sentence in
question.

In connection with the point previously mentioned, it is important to
pay attention to two issues; firstly, the question of the compulsory nature
of evidentiality in languages; and, secondly, the possibility of
distinguishing between "mood" and "evidentiality”. In the present article,
we are going to find out, from a grammatical point of view, whether we
can prove the existence of evidentiality in Persian. Furthermore, we
endeavor to realize whether the semantic analysis of the concept confirms
the answer to our first question or not.

2. Theoretical Framework

In the present paper, we will examine the issues at hand based on the
viewpoint as presented in Aikhenvald (2003; 2004; 2007; 2012) regarding
“evidentiality” and the perspective of Tabataba'i (2016) concerning “mood”.
According to Aikhenvald’s view, some languages have a dual system of
evidentiality, and some have a hexagonal system. The representation of the
concept in these languages is mandatory and cannot be optionally removed.
However, it seems that in recent research endeavors, various scholars have
expanded this category in such a way that its representation, not only
through bound morphemes, but also through other syntactic tools such as
words, is also possible. In addition, it can be optional. Under such
circumstances, all verbs, verbs that reflect thinking and adverbs like
"probably"” in English are indicative of evidentiality. Simply put, if we have
such a mindset, then all languages will include the concept of evidentiality.
In Aikhenvald's view, such a generalization that leads to lack of
transparency and a kind of ambiguity is meaningless and unscientific.
According to Tabataba’i (2016), mood is one of verb forms, with the help of
which the speaker expresses his or her opinion about the definite, probable,
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Abstract

Languages are different with regards to marking evidentiality. They have
systems in which information source as firsthand versus non firsthand, or
direct versus indirect is represented. This paper focuses on modern Persian
to examine the existence and representation of this grammatical category.
Using examples and based on a descriptive method, this study shows that
there is no obligatory morphological means for representing evidentiality
in Persian, and the process of referring to the source of information is
represented through an optional sentence. Persian uses a syntactic way of
referring to information source, that is unlike English which has some
lexical way namely expressions such as ‘reportedly, allegedly’, etc. It is
therefore argued that encoding information source in Persian is not
obligatory, but optional. Moreover, it is illustrated that evidentiality is
fused with modality in Persian while a category by its own in only a few
languages. Accordingly, it is not a distinct linguistic category in Persian,
but a subtype of modality. Different Persian sentences show that there is a
strong tendency for declarative sentences, sentences in declarative
modality, to be mapped on the right of the continuum in preference to
those sentences in subjunctive modality on the left.

Keywords: Evidentiality, Mood, Meaning, Culture.

1. Introduction

Source of information is one of the issues in relation to which different
languages of the world exhibit different behaviors. In nearly a quarter of the
world's languages, it is important to know that on what sources of
information the statements are based, for example, has the speaker seen,
heard, been informed by others or deduced according to existing evidence?
In these languages, lack of reference to the source of information causes
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Also because of the arrangement of head and determiners in Talishi,
this group has produced the phrase /irin angur, 'sweet grape’, instead of
angur-e /irin, 'grapes sweet'.

Due to the structural differences between Talishi and Persian languages
in terms of function—words, conjunctions, plural markers, comparative
adjectives, pronouns and verbs, this group has generalized Talishi features
to Persian and produced sentences and phrases such as the following:
&kbeer Siava/ @z bozorg ast, ‘Akbar than Siyavash older is' instead of
&kbar &z Siava/bozorg-ter ast, 'Akbar is older than Siyavash'.

Or, in the example heemeje in gav vee bozha male meen cest, 'all these
cow and goats are mine, instead of hemeje in gavha ve bozha male meen
a&st, 'all these cows and goats are mine'. In this later example, under the
influence of Talishi, the plural marker is omitted from the first noun.
Removing comparative marker in the Persian equivalent such as in mard
az an mard javan ast, 'this man is young than that man' instead of in mard
az an mard javan-tar ast, ‘this man is younger than that man, and the use
of an, 'it', instead of 'he' under the influence of Talishi and the use of seda
dad, 'gave voice' instead of seda kard, 'called' could be the other examples.

5. Conclusion

Persian-Talishi bilinguals showed 82 cases of interferences, of which 40
(48.78%) have been used by males and 42 (51.22%) have been used by
females, while TAlishi-Persian bilinguals demonstrated 52 cases of
interferences, of which 27 (50.94%) have been used by males and 26
(49.06%) have been used by females. Hence, there was no significant
difference between the two groups in terms of gender. These statistics
show that out of 135 first-language syntactic interferences, 60.74% of
errors were related to Persian-Talishi bilinguals and 39.26% of errors to
Talishi-Persian bilinguals. This is due to the positive attitude towards
Persian and its prevalence. Statistics also illustrate that the most
interferences have occurred from the first language to the second language.
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unwanted effect of one language on another language which arises due to
the lack of mastery of the bilingual on the vocabulary of the language.

3-2. Gender

Biological gender seems to be involved in the use of the different language
varieties. Cameron (1998) believes that women and men belong to certain
cultures which engage in gender discourses. Modarresi (1391: 211)
considers women to be sensitive to their linguistic behaviors and this
makes them conservative in the linguistic behaviors and using different
language varieties.

4. Research findings and discussion

4-1. Persian-Talishi bilinguals

Persian-Talishi bilinguals are people who were born in a non-native
environment. They learned Persian from parents at home, and from the
Persian-speaking community before school, and they learned Talishi later
from conversations with grandparents and the other relatives. This group
has generalized the features of Persian to Talishi in the case of the
agreement of subject and verb. This group has generalized the agreement
of the transitive verbs in the past tense with the object in Talishi. Like &v -
Un man sa&/Un, 'They hurt me" instead of &v -tn man 3a& 'they hurts me'.

Also, due to the difference of the two languages in the arrangement of
the head, the bilinguals have transferred Persian features to Talishi, such as
using "divar-e sefid", ‘white wall' instead of sapi-jee divu, 'wall white'.

This group has also transferred the function words, conjunctions, plural
markers, pronouns, comparative adjectives, and verbs from their first
language into the second language and produced the following expressions
in Talishi: do geedee hove vee baveem heste, 'l have two little sister and
brother’, instead of do gwdw hove ba bavem heste, 'l have two little
brothers and sisters' and the pronouns in, an, anha am & and &vun, 'this,
that, they'.

4-2.Talishi-Persian Bilinguals

In this section, the data obtained from 8 -20 years old Talishi-Persian
bilinguals living in the village of Anbaran-e Bala is examined to determine
the interferences due to the impact of the syntactic characteristics of Talishi
on Persian sentences. This group has produced sentences such as an-ha
mara zad, 'They beat me' in Persian because of the Talishi ergative case, in
which there is no subject-verb agreement.
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branches: northern, central and southern. The structural differences between
Persian and Talishi in the field of syntax lead to bilinguals’ syntactic
interferences. Investigating the linguistic interference between the two
languages reveals many educational problems of Talishi bilinguals. The
results could be used to develop a comprehensive strategy for solving the
educational problems and the issues of the two languages' contact as well as
the educational material development.

2. Research Method

The present contribution was a field research performed through translating
50 sentences by the 8 to 20 years old bilinguals. The participants including
twenty Persian speakers of Talishi origin (both male and female), who were
selected among Anbaran migrants' resident in west of Tehran in Shahr-e
Qods and Azadshahr districts, and also twenty Talishi- speaking bilinguals
in Anbaran. Submitting the sentences to the bilinguals, they were asked to
translate the Persian sentences to Talishi, and vice versa. The sentences were
transcribed and subsequently the ones containing interferences were selected
and analyzed.

3. Theoretical framework

Contrastive analysis is the systematic study of the two languages to identify
their structural differences and similarities. Three strong, weak, and
modified versions of the Contrastive Analysis Hypothesis (CAH) have been
proposed (see Keshavarz, 2011: 10-12). In 1957, Lado introduced a strong
version of the CAH. He believed that the reason for all the problems in
learning a second language is interference. Wardhaugh is at the opposite end
of Lado and he has provided a weak version with the diagnostic,
explanatory, and non-predictive claims. Oller and Zia Hosseini (1970), who
found Lado's view as extreme and Wardhaugh's view as weak, proposed
another version as the moderate version of this hypothesis based on their
analysis of the spelling errors of the foreign language learners of English.

3-1. Bilingualism and Interference
Bilingualism means knowing and using two or more different languages so
that one can use each language for their own communication needs
(Nilipour, 129: 2011).

Linguistic interference refers to the entry of elements of one language
into another language that occurs between bilinguals or during the
languages contact. Grosjean (1982: 299) believes that interference is the
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Abstract

The research objective was to investigate Persian and Taleshi syntactic
interferences among Persian-Taleshi, and Taleshi-Persian bilinguals,
based on the contrastive analysis of the two languages. Moreover, the
different types of interference and the main factors influential, as well as
the role of the participants’ gender in occurrence of syntactic interference
are explained. The research population included both the people who
learned Persian prior to Taleshi, and the people who learned Taleshi prior
to Persian. The research sample consisted of 20 Persian-Taleshi and 20
Taleshi-Persian  bilinguals selected through convenience sampling
method from the Taleshi speakers of Anbaran village (Ardebil Province)
and the Anbarani bilingual immigrants resident in the west side of Tehran
province, Azadshar town and Shahr-e Qods. The participants’ age range
was 8 to 20 (regarding both males and females). The research instrument
included a questionnaire containing 50 sentences in Persian and the same
number of their Taleshi equivalents. The data was gathered through the
research questionnaire transcribed and glossed.

Keywords: Talishi Language, Bilingualism, Language Contact, Language
Interference, Syntactic Interference.

1. Introduction

Talishi is a northwestern Iranian language which is spoken in some parts
of Gilan and Ardabil provinces as well as in the Republic of Azerbaijan.
Rezayati- Kishekhale (2007: 18) believes that this language has three
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A telic activity on a specific participant can also imply affectedness on
the same participant. Thus, affectedness can be highlighted as an
influencing factor, as well. For contact verbs, animacy can also influence
object-oblique alternation in Persian. An animate kickee can be followed
by /rd/ while an inanimate one is more probably not, except for the events
the affect is mentioned in the context.

(4) da?es 23 Sahrvand=e ?rdqi ra lagad zad-@.
daish 23 citizen=EZ Iragi RA kick hit.PAST.3SG
Daish kicked 23 Iraqi ctizens.

(5) be lane=(y)e  zanbur  lagad zad-@.

to nest=EZ bee kick  hit.PAST.3SG
He kicked the beehive.
(6) tup ra Dbe samt=e darvaze Sut kard-@.

ball RA to  direction=EZ gate shoot do.PAST.3SG
He shooted the ball into the gate.

5. Conclusions & Suggestions

The study shows that object-oblique alternation can be explained through
semantics-syntax linking in RRG and it is mainly the result of a choice
between a macrorole and a non-macrorole argument which is imposed to
choose the second participant as undergoer in one alternate and as
oblique core argument in the other; however, this is not always possible
and some factors including the telicity of the verb and specificity of the
second participant can influence the choice. Animacy and affectedness of
the second participant can also play roles.
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4. Results & Discussion

Object-oblique alternation can be regarded as a choice between macro-
roles and non-macroroles in Role and Referene Grammar. The logical
structure of the following sentences, for example, is do' (ba¢ce-ha, [eat'
(bacée-ha, [from'(qazd)])]) (MR2) in which baéc¢e-ha is the actor and
gaza is the non-macrorole in (a) while it is an undergoer in (b).

(1) a. bacte-hda  az gazd  xord-and
child.pl from food eat. PAST. 3PL
Children ate from the food.

b. batte-hd qgazd ra xord-and
childpl  food RA  eat. PAST. 3PL
Children ate the food.

Persian two-place predicates participate in object-oblique alternation
which is influenced by several factors regading the semantic transitivity
of the predicate. It seems, for example, that object-alternation is less
probable when the action involved in the predicate is a telic one.

(2) a. badyad toxmemorq r& be surat=e kamel xord-@.
should egg RA to form=EZ  complete eat-3SG.SUBJ.
One should eat egg completely.
b. *bdyad az toxmemorg be surat=e kéamel xord-@.
should from egg to form=EZ complete eat-3SG. SUBJ.
One should eat from egg completely.

Moreover, when the noun involved is a non-specific, it is not a
participant in the event but part of the event and the alternation is not
possible. A non-specific noun is more probable to follow a preposition.
(2) a.qazd  xord-im
food eat. PAST.1PL
We ate food.
b*az qazd  xord-im
from food eat. PAST.1PL
We ate from food.
(3) a.(in) ketdb rd  2ehtiyaj dar-am.
(this) book RA  require  have.PRES. 1SG
I require this book.
b.book RA  require  have.PRES. 1SG
| require book.
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Many two-place predicates in Persian alternate like this, among the most
frequent ones are those which involve consumption verbs, direct
perception verbs, verbs of desire, and contact (by impact) verbs. Based
upon Role and Reference Grammar, the paper attempts to describe object
alternation in aformentioned verbs and explain the semantic factors
influencing it.

2. Theoretical framework

Role and Reference Grammar (RRG) is a functional theory originally
posed in early 1980s by some linguists as Van valin and Foley. One basic
question RRG attempts to answer is how the interaction of syntax,
semantics and pragmatics in different grammatical systems can best be
captured and explained (Van Valin, 2005: 1). Accordingly, in this theory,
three syntactic, semantic and pragmatic representations, which are related
to each other, are posited for every structure of the utterance; the theory
attempts to provide a descriptive tool for clarifying such interaction, as
well. There is a set of rules, called the linking algorithm, which relates
the syntactic and semantic representations to each other, and discourse-
pragmatics plays a role in the linking. To put it differently, in one hand,
the semantic representation, or logical structue of the sentence, is written;
on the other hand, a syntactic template is chosen for that sentence;
discourse-pragmatics interacts with the linking between syntax and
semantics. The main concepts in this linking are semantic structure based
upon the aktionsarts and semantic macroroles (actor and undergoers).

3. Methodology

Some data involving the object-oblique alternation are gathered from the
Persian corpus of syntactc dependency, TV programs, newspapers,
lectures, novels, daily conversations or any other sources providing
authentic data in Persian. The hypothesis in this study is that semantic
transitivity affects object-oblique alternation; therefore, the verbs which
participate in such phenomena are selected from different semantic
classification to clarify the role the core meaning of the verb has on the
choice of alternating variant based upon the semantic factors it has.
Theses data are, then, classified based on the semantic field of the
involved verb; i.e. consumption verbs, conception verbs, vebs of interest,
and contact verbs.
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Abstract

Multiple realization of object as an argument of a verb is called "object
alternation™. The present paper focuses on one kind of object alternation
in which the second participant in a construction is selected as the
undergoer in one variant while as the oblique core argument in the other.
Many verbs in Persian alternate in this way, among which the most
frequent ones are known as consumption verbs, direct perception verbs,
verbs of desire, and contact (by impact) verbs. Based upon Role and
Reference Grammar, the paper attempts to describe object alternation in
aforesaid verbs and to explain the semantic factors influencing it. To this
end, the relevant data are gathered from Persian Syntactic Dependency
Corpus, daily conversations, lectures, and TV programs in Persian. The
data were subsequently analyzed based on RRG theoretical framework.
The study shows that object- oblique alternation in Persian is a choice
between a macrorole and a non-macrorole argument which depends
mostly on telicity of the verb and specificity of the second participant.

Keywords: Object/ oblique alternation, Role and Reference Grammar,
Macrorole, Non-macrorole.

1. Introduction

Multiple realization of object as an argument of a verb is called "object
alternation™. The present paper focuses on one kind of object alternation
in which the second participant in a construction is selected as the
undergoer in one variant and as the oblique core argument in the other.
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found variation at different syntactic, semantic, lexical and morpho-
syntactic levels in 121 idioms. In other words, around 50 percent of the
idioms show variation at the levels above-mentioned. In 62 idioms we,
also, found more than one type of variation. Therefore, the total number
of variation amounts to 187. Syntactic, lexical, semantic and morpho-
syntactic variations were found in 77, 62, 33 and 15 idioms, respectively.
The second question addresses the types of process involved in variation.
The results indicated that variation is accomplished through the processes
of addition (103 cases seen at syntactic, lexical, semantic and morpho-
syntactic levels), syntactic permutation (63 cases seen at the syntactic
level), substitution (30 cases seen at the lexical level), and deletion (9
cases seen at the syntactic and the lexical levels).

Finally, why do idioms show variation? Considering the issue in terms
of iconicity and economy, we came to the conclusion that syntactic,
lexical, semantic and morpho-syntactic addition to the forms or to the
meanings of the idioms reflect the iconicity of quantity and the iconicity
of complexity. Meanwhile, polysemy, ambiguation, function changes and
deletion express the principle of language economy.

5. Conclusions & Suggestions

Persian body-part idioms display variation at different syntactic,
semantic, lexical and morpho-syntactic levels through the processes of
addition, syntactic permutation, substitution and deletion. Syntactic
variation is accomplished through postposing, scrambling, using gerunds
and infinitives, passivization, function changes, adding prepositional
phrases and deleting verbs. Semantic variation happens through
polysemy and ambiguation. Moreover, lexical variation occurs through
adding nouns, adjectives and adverbs to the idioms and the substitution
and the deletion of verbs. Finally, morpho-syntactic variation is achieved
through the addition of indefinite "—i" and pluralization. The two
processes of addition and syntactic permutation explain the tendency
towards the iconicity of quantity and the iconicity of complexity while
polysemy, ambiguation, function changes and deletion explain the
tendency towards the language economy in idioms.
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relations in idioms. Within the tradition of cognitive linguistics, however,
idioms are considered to be conventionalized, that is to say the meaning
of idioms cannot be wholly predicted on the basis of the knowledge of
the literal meanings of their constituents. In cognitive linguistics, idioms
are regarded as conceptual entities, however. This view does not fail to
recognize metaphor, metonymy and the conventional knowledge as the
conceptual motivations for the form-meaning relations in most idioms. In
this paper, we define idioms as any familiar or unfamiliar lexico-
syntactic order which is conventional in terms of form-meaning relations.
This study aims at studying variation in Persian head-including idioms.
More specifically, we attempt to answer the following questions: What
variations are there in Persian body-part idioms? Which processes are
responsible for such variations? And, finally, in what way or ways one
can explain variation in terms of iconicity and language economy?

Moon (1998) and Langlotz (2006) are considered as the theoretical
frameworks by the authors. Moon (1998) discusses verbs, nouns, adjectives,
specificity, amplification and truncation as types of lexical variation and
causative structures as a category of systematic variation. Langlotz (20009,
179-182), also, categorizes variation in terms of formal and semantic
variants. Formal variation includes morpho-syntactic, syntactic and lexical
variations while semantic variations comprise polysemy, ambiguation and
meaning adaptation. The explanation of the iconicity of quantity and the
iconicity of complexity are based on Haspelmath (2008). The notion of
iconicity is that the structure of language reflects the structure of experience
in some ways. On the basis of the iconicity of quantity, greater quantities in
meaning are displayed by greater quantities of forms. Iconicity of
complexity, also, implies that more complex meanings are expressed by
more complex forms.

3. Methodology

The following study is a corpus-based analysis at two levels of
description and explanation. The corpora are the idioms which include
the word "sar" (head) in Najafi (1999). In our discussion of variation in
idioms, we will focus on different texts in which head-including idioms
appear in different forms or polysemous meanings.

4. Results & Discussion
The first question of the study concerns the types of variation in Persian
body-part idioms. To address the question, 248 idioms were studied. We
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Abstract

This study aims to investigate variation in Persian Head Idioms at
syntactic, semantic, lexical and morpho-syntactic levels. The corpus
contains body part idioms including "Head" in Najafi (1378/ 1999). Moon
(1998) and Langlotz (2006) are considered as the theoretical frameworks
by the authors. The findings show that Persian Head Idioms display
variation at the levels aforementioned through the processes of addition,
syntactic permutation, substitution and deletion. The syntactic variation
takes place through postposing, scrambling, using gerunds and infinitives,
passivization, multiple-functioning, adding prepositional phrases, and
deleting verbs. The semantic variation happens through polysemy and
ambiguation. Moreover, the lexical variation occurs through adding nouns,
adjectives and adverbs, substituting, and deleting verbs. Finally, the
morpho-syntactic variation is displayed through the addition of indefinite
"—ya" and pluralization. The two processes of addition and syntactic
permutation explain the tendency towards the quantity and the complexity
iconicity while polysemy, ambiguation, multi-functional variation and
deletion explain the tendency to economy in idioms.

Keywords: Idioms, Variation, Body part, Iconicity, Economy of
language.

1. Introduction

Idioms have been extensively associated with non-compositionality in
formal linguistic approaches. The intuition behind non-compositionality
is that the meaning of the idiomatic expressions cannot be inferred from
the literal meanings of the constituent parts of idioms. Such a view fails
to consider the cognitive mechanisms which explain the form-meaning
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