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The structure and etymology of some Taleshi verbs
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Taleshi is one of the Iranian north-western dialects which are spoken on the shore
of the Caspian Sea. It has retained some of the ancient phonetic variations. In this
study, after a brief description of the Taleshi verb construction, the etymology of
14 verbs of the central Taleshi dialect was investigated. Research data and their
transcription were based on the pronunciation common to central Taleshi dialect.
In the lexical entry of each verb, first the present and past stem of the Taleshi
verbs have been inserted. Then, based on the equivalent or cognate of the word in
other Iranian dialects and languages and also in other Indo-European languages,
the etymology of the words has been considered and their ancient Iranian and
primary Indo-European forms have been reconstructed. Then, based on the
evidences from the dialect itself, the derivational structure of the words and the
accomplished phonetic changes on their stems has been explained. Also, the
historical evolution of Taleshi phonemes in the selected verbs of this paper has
been studied from ancient Iranian up to the modern period.
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