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Extended abstract
1- Introduction
Reduplication is one of the morphological processes that through doubling
a word, element, root or stem enhances, emphasizes, amplifies, enlarges,
diminishes, adds number or changes verb tense to bring about significant
meaning changes or shades of meaning (Kauffman, 2015). Taleshi is a
language which is spoken in the northern regions of the Iranian provinces
of Guilan and Ardabil and the southern regions of the Republic of
Azarbaijan. Based on lexical, phonological and grammatical factors,
Taleshi is divided into three dialects: northern, central and southern.
Northern Taleshi is spoken in Azarbaijan from Anbaran to Lavandavil;
central Taleshi includes Taleshdula, Asalem and Tularud; and southern
Taleshi which has been investigated in this article includes Masal,
Shanderman, Kushabar and Masule. In this paper, we have studied all
types of reduplication proposed by Kauffman (2015) in Taleshi so that we
can get the dominant types, uses, and syllable structures of the reduplicated
words.
2- Theoretical framework
According to Kauffman (2015), there are eight different kinds of
reduplication, including: full reduplication which refers to doubling of the
entire word; partial reduplication which uses a part of a word, typically a
syllable, and repeats it; reduplication in baby-talk, as babies shorten the
words into doubled syllables; rhyming reduplication which refers to
different words with near duplicated sounds resulting in rhyming; ablaut
reduplication by changing vowels of words that nearly rhyme;
reduplication in onomatopoeia by imitating and doubling the sounds in
nature; name doubling which is primarily used for close relationships; and
shm-reduplication which refers to depreciative reduplication indicating
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irony, sarcasm, skepticism rhyming base words with the prefix shm-.
Applying repetitive sounds result in grammatical or lexical distinctions
which make profound or subtle changes in meaning. Therefore, Kauffman
(2015) distinguished various uses of reduplication based on forming
plurals, verb tenses, intensity, amplification, enhancement, specificity,
diversity or collectivity, similarity, playfulness, aimlessness, reciprocity
and statements on life.
3- Methodology
The method of this research is both qualitative and quantitative. In order
to achieve comprehensive results, the researcher needed to choose perfect
and acceptable corpus in Taleshi, so data were collected in two ways:
documents and field study. The documents included Taleshi‟s proverbs
and also Taleshi to Farsi dictionaries. The field study included interviews
and was based on the speech of the old and illiterate speakers of Masal,
Shanderman, Shaft and Fuman and also the researcher‟s intuition. After
data collection, the entire corpus was searched for the possible eight
kinds of reduplication mentioned by Kauffman (2015). Then, all these
forms were recorded along with their meanings and parts of speech, then
the uses of each kind of reduplication were examined. Together, 281
reduplicated forms were extracted and categorized according to their
types, uses and semantic properties. In the end, the syllable structures of
each kind of reduplication were presented.
4- Results & Discussion
The researcher collected 281 reduplicated words in Taleshi, including
168 words with full reduplication, 50 words with partial reduplication, 24
words with rhyming reduplication and 39 words with other kinds of
reduplication. The parts of speech observed in reduplicated words were
nouns, adjectives and adverbs among which noun was the dominant form
in most structures. The results of this study showed that all kinds of
reduplication except "name doubling" and "Shm-reduplication" were
observed in Taleshi‟s data. The semantic uses of reduplication in Taleshi
showed that in terms of meaning, the dominant forms were intensity,
amplification, enhancement, diversity and collectivity. By analyzing the
syllable structures, it was found that in mono- syllables, the structure of
CVC and in two syllables, the use of CV-CV and also CV-CVC had the
dominant structures in Taleshi reduplicated words. The comparison
between this study and the previous ones showed that in the previous
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studies only one or two types of reduplication like full reduplication and
partial reduplication were taken into account, while other types of
reduplication were ignored. Also, in the previous researches, the use of
reduplication which may cause grammatical and lexical distinctions and
therefore lead to semantic changes were not considered.
5- Conclusions & Suggestions
In this article, we tried to examine the various types of reduplication in
Taleshi based on adaptation and localization of linguistic theories.
Among all kinds of reduplication proposed by Kauffman (2015), full
reduplication had the highest frequency. In other words, most data in this
dialect were observed to have full reduplication. Partial reduplication and
rhyming reduplication were also observed in different words. Other kinds
of reduplication such as ablaut reduplication, reduplication in baby talk
and reduplication in onomatopoeia had the least frequency. The semantic
analysis showed that unlike other languages, in Taleshi the plurality and
verb tenses cannot be applied by reduplication, while other semantic uses
like intensity, amplification, enhancement, diversity and collectivity are
obvious. The results of such studies could be helpful in building bilingual
corpora, preserving and enhancing Iranian dialects as well as preventing
their extinction and annihilation.
Key words: Reduplication, morphology, syllable structures, uses of
reduplication, semantics, Taleshi.
References
1. Anvari. H. Givi. H. (1989). The grammar of Persian language.
Tehran: Fatemi publication. [In Persian].
2. Crystal, D. (1997). The Cambridge encyclopedia of language.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
3. Fayazi. M. (2013). Reduplication in Gilaki dialect. A Journal of
comparative linguistic researches, Volume 3, ( 6). [In Persian].
4. Haghshenas, A. (1994). Phonetics. Tehran: Agah Publication.[In
Persian].
5. Kajitani, M. (2005). Semantic properties of reduplication among the
world’s languages. LSO working papers in linguistics, vol. 5.
6. Kalbasi. I. (2001). Derivational structure of word in Persian.
Tehran: Institute for humanities and cultural studies. [In Persian].
7. Katamba, F. (2006). Morphology. Hampshire: Mackmillan.

Persian Language and Iranian Dialects / 32

8. Kauffman, C. (2015). Reduplication reflects uniqueness and innovation
in language, thought and culture. York Collage of Pennsylvania.
9. Lazard. G. (2005). A grammar of contemporary Persian. Translated
by Mahasti Bahreini. Hermes publication. [In Persian].
10. Moshiri. M. (2000). Dictionary of reduplication. Tehran: Agahan-eide publication. [In Persian].
11. Mahmoudi Bakhtiari. B., Zolfaghar Kondori. Z. (2015). Full
reduplication in Persian language: A corpus based study. Iranian
research institute for science and technology. Vol. 31. No.1. pp: 147161. [In Persian].
12. Mansoori. Y. (2005). Morphophonemic in Pahlavi’s verbs. Tehran:
Academy of Persian language and literature. [In Persian].
13. Nosrati Siahmazgi. A. (2007). Taleshiname. Rasht: Ilia publication.
[In Persian].
14. Naghzgouye Kohan. M. (1994). The study of Taleshi dialect of the
village of Taskooh Masal. M.A. Thesis in General Linguistics.
Tehran University. [In Persian].
15. Nobahar. M. (1993). The structure of adverbs in Persian language.
The growth of Persian language teaching, No. 32. [In Persian].
16. Oranskij, I. M. (1999). Iranian Languages [Translated by Ali Ashraf
Sadeghi]. Tehran: Sokhan publication. [In Persian].
17. Rafiei, A. (2007). Taleshi dictionary. Rasht: University of Guilan
publication. [In Persian].
18. Rasekhmahand, M. (2009). The semantic study of reduplication in
Farsi. Linguistic journal, (1). 23: 65-74. [In Persian].
19. Rasekhmahand, M., and Mohammadi Rad. M. (2013). The formal
and semantic study of reduplication in Kurdish (Surani) dialect.
Iranian languages and dialects, 3.133-146. [In Persian].
20. Rezayati, Kishe-Khaleh, M. (2007). Taleshi language. Rasht: Ilia
publication. [In Persian].
21. Rezayati, Kishe-Khaleh, M., Soltani, B. (2013). The morphological,
syntactical and semantic study of reduplication in Persian. Journal of
literary study. No.189. [In Persian].
22. Schmidt, R. (2003). Other ancient Iranian dialects, the guide of
Iranian languages [Translated by Bakhtiari. A. and others]. Tehran:
Ghoghnoos Publication. [In Persian].
23. Shariat, M. (1991). The grammar of Persian language. Tehran:
Asatir publication. [In Persian].

Persian Language and Iranian Dialects / 33

24. Shaghaghi. V. (1988). The reduplication process. M.A. Thesis,
Tehran University. [In Persian].
25. ــــــــــــــــ. (1990). Reduplication process in Persian language. The
researches of fourth conference of applied and pure linguistics.
Volume 1. 519-533. [In Persian].
26. Shaghaghi, V., and Heidarpour Bidgoli. T. (2011). The approach of
optimality theory to reduplication in Persian. Journal of researches
in linguistics. Volume 3. Issue 1. [In Persian].
27. Speccer, A. (1991). Morphological theory: An introduction to word
structure in generative grammar. Oxford: Blackwell Publisher.

